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that Sharmi-shtha should be bestowed upon her as a
slave. Vrishaparva had no recourse but to accept this
humiliating demand of Devayani and handed over,his
guilty daughter to the married couple as their slave.
Devayani confined her rival for years in the palace of
Yayati, but little did she dream that the vengeance she
had taken was in reality a boon conferred on Shar-
mishtha. One day she was rudely awakened from her
dream by the sight of two handsome young boys
curiously resembling her husband in appearance and
she learnt on inquiry that they were the sons of Yayati
himself by her rival. In her rage she flew to her father
for vengeance upon her own husband and Shukra* cursed
him by declaring that he would be prematurely old. The
senseless Devayani thus harmed herself in seeking to
harm her rival and in the end had to implore her father
to assuage his curse. Shukra added that the old age was
transferable. Yayati now asked his sons one by one to
take his infirmity, but every one of them declined to do so
with the exception of Puru. For years Yayati enjoyed
the pleasures of this world with the youth borrowed
from Puru. At last he exclaimed, so the poet says :
Desire stops not by gain of things desired,
But fiercer burns like fire by oblations fed.
All the gold, grain and women of this world,
Would not suffice one man j be content.
Yayati called his son Puru and transferring to himllis
youth-took upon himself the age he had lent him and
taking his two queens with him retired to the forest like
all the great kings of ancient India. He blessed Puru
for his filial act and told him that sovereignty would
continue in his line.